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Proposed Action That BC Conference: 

formally endorse the proposal originating from Trinity-St. Paul’s Pastoral Charge that 
“the 42nd General Council (2015) direct The United Church of Canada Foundation and 
The United Church of Canada Treasury to take active steps to sell their holdings in the 
200 largest fossil fuel companies.” 

Background Today the Earth is threatened by climate change. Changes in global temperature and 
precipitation patterns threaten water flow regimes, ocean ecosystems, sea levels, 
agricultural climates, weather patterns, biodiversity, and ecological functions on which 
human and all other life depends. We currently approach irreversible tipping points, 
including melting glaciers and ice caps, releasing methane from the tundra, and 
destructive feedback loops in the oceans. These changes threaten our food systems on a 
global scale and increase the threat of war and violence, which is already dramatically 
increasing the number of displaced persons. 

Ironically and unjustly, the Global South is the most susceptible to climatic chaos and the 
least responsible for causing it. Indigenous communities most often located adjacent to 
fossil fuel extractive industries suffer devastating impacts on their environment, habitat, 
health, and cultures. Canada’s northern communities face disproportionate risks due to 
their dependence on ice roads. For major extraction and transportation developments 
proposed for traditional indigenous territory in Canada, they also face the Canadian 
government’s very weak record of respecting Aboriginal rights and title, and its denial 
that their right to prior, free, and informed consent (as set out in UN Declaration of 
Rights of Indigenous People) could actually mean the right to say “no”. 

A concentration of 350 parts of carbon dioxide per million parts in the atmosphere might 
limit global warming to the 2°C relative to pre-industrial temperatures, a limit accepted 
by the international community.  Research indicates that limiting warming to 2°C would 
require leaving approximately 80% of global fossil fuel reserves in the ground 
uncombusted. These “stranded assets” constitute a considerable financial risk for those 
invested in fossil fuels. 

The United Church of Canada is complicit in global climate chaos through its investments 
in fossil fuel companies. This complicity is inconsistent with our call to live with respect in 
Creation, which means ensuring global ecological integrity, and with our call to follow 
Jesus, who advocated for marginalized, vulnerable populations. Our history as a church 
includes bold actions to divest from the tobacco industry and from apartheid South 



Africa. It is time again to align our financial assets with our spiritual assets by living out 
our many policy statements (see below), and by divesting from the top 200 fossil fuel 
companies (as identified by Carbon Tracker). Trinity St. Paul’s UCC has taken this step 
and calls on the United Church of Canada to do the same. The United Church of Canada 
has a significant history of work and policy statements that are background for this 
motion and that have called us for over two decades to act: ! In December 1988, the 
United Church of Canada became the first church in the world to adopt a policy 
statement raising concerns about human-induced “global warming” with a resolution 
passed by the national Division of Mission of Canada Executive. ! In 1992, General 
Council (GC) adopted the “One Earth Community” policy paper which acknowledged our 
complicity as humans in the destruction of the streams and seas, the soil, and the 
forests, and asserted that “we are at a major turning point at which we can either 
continue along the path of self-destruction, or turn toward restoration and renewal”. It 
further affirmed that: “We must make institutions accountable to the people whose lives 
they touch”…..and “must restructure economic institutions so that they serve the needs 
of the poor and function in harmony with ecological reality”. This was followed by 12 key 
ethical principles to guide the church’s work on ecological issues, including economic 
justice, human responsibility, sustainable lifestyles, the protection of biodiversity, and 
ensuring the rights of future generations. In 2000 GC adopted “Energy in the One Earth 
Community”, which called us to move beyond dependence on fossil fuels and other 
technologies that produce emissions leading to climate change. 

In 2009, GC adopted “The United Church of Canada and Global warming—The 
Unavoidable Challenge” which was taken as a priority in The Moderator’s Plan for 
participating in God’s Abundant Healing of Creation. 

Current church work, much done ecumenically through KAIROS and the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), as well as recent statements from the UCC Moderator, accompanied by 
audio tapes from four past and present moderators, highlight the urgency of taking 
action on this issue, and on the theological and moral reasons for doing so. In July 2014 
the WCC decided to pull its investments out of fossil fuel companies. 

In September 2014 over 80 leaders, including some United Church of Canada 
theologians, issued a “Statement from Theologians, Ethicists and Religious Leaders in 
support of fossil fuel divestment and clean energy reinvestment by faith communities”. 
They state: “For more than two decades, talented leaders—including legislative and 
shareholder activities – have implored political and industry leaders to act. Their sound 
reasoning and humanity’s best interests have been subverted by the vast influence of 
the fossil fuel industry, a massively profitable and influential collection of firms and 
states…..Because of the grave threat of climate change and the fossil fuel sector’s 
unyielding refusal to change, it is no longer right for religious groups to profit from 
companies that, with certainty are creating ecological destruction and human suffering 
on such a titanic scale.” 

It is no longer a matter for debate. Our church has spoken loudly for over two decades 
about the problem and about the need for action. Moving the United Church 
Foundation’s $$$$ (XXX% of assets) and the Treasury’s $$$$ (XXXX% of assets) away 
from the 200 largest fossil fuel companies represents a unique opportunity for the 
Church to live faithfully in the midst of empire. 

Financial 
Implications 

There are no financial implications for BC Conference. 




